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ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT

Harold Runnels Building

SUSANA MARTINEZ 1190 South St. Francis Drive (87505) BUTCH TONGATE
Governor P.O. Box 5469, Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469 Cabinet Secretary
Phone (505) 827-0187 Fax (505) 827-0160
JOHN A. SANCHEZ (505) WWW.ENv.nm go(v ) J. C. BORREGO
Lt. Governor e Deputy Secretary

Certified Mail — Return Receipt Requested
May 1, 2017

Mr. Paul Bessey, President

Desert Mountain Transportation, Inc.
dba Desert Mountain Corporation
P.O. Box 1633

Kirtland, NM 87417

Re: Desert Mountain Transportation, Inc. dba Desert Mountain Corporation; Kirtland, New Mexico;
Unpermitted MSGP; SIC 4213/NAICS 484121; Compliance Evaluation Inspection; NPDES
Tracking No. NMUQ01932; April 6, 2017

Dear Mr. Bessey:

Enclosed please find a copy of the report for the referenced inspection that the New Mexico Environment
Department (NMED) conducted at your facility on behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA). This inspection report will be sent to the USEPA in Dallas for their review. These inspections are
used by USEPA to determine compliance with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)
permitting program in accordance with requirements of the federal Clean Water Act.

You are encouraged to review the inspection report, required to correct any problems noted during the inspection,
and advised to modify your operational and/or administrative procedures, as appropriate. If you have comments
on or concerns with the basis for the findings in the NMED inspection report, please contact us (see the address
below) in writing within 30 days from the date of this letter. Further, you are encouraged to notify in writing both
the USEPA and NMED regarding modifications and compliance schedules at the addresses below:

David Long, NPDES Enforcement Coordinator Sarah Holcomb, Program Manager
Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6 New Mexico Environment Department
NPDES Enforcement Branch (6EN-WM) Surface Water Quality Bureau (N2050)
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 1200 Point Source Regulation Section
Dallas, Texas 75202-2733 P.O. Box 5469

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87502

If you have any questions about this inspection report, please contact Erin S. Trujillo at 505-827-0418 or
erin.trujillo@state.nm.us.

Sincerely,
/s/Sarah Holcomb
Sarah Holcomb
Program Manager

Point Source Regulation Section
Surface Water Quality Bureau



Mr. Bessey, Desert Mountain, NMU001932
May 1, 2017
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CC:

Carol Peters-Wagnon, USEPA (6EN-WM) by e-mail

David Long, USEPA (6EN-WM) by e-mail

David Esparza, USEPA (6EN-WM) by e-mail

Amy Andrews, USEPA (6EN-WM) by e-mail

Robert Houston, USEPA (6EN)

Darlene Whittten-Hill, USEPA (6EN) by e-mail

Robert Italiano, NMED District 11 by e-mail

Ali Furmall and Justin Ball, NMED Ground Water Quality Bureau (GWQB) by e-mail
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NPDES Compliance Inspection Report

Form Approved
OMB No. 2040-0003
Approval Expires 7-31-85

Section A: National Data System Coding

Transaction Code NPDES yr/mo/day

Inspec. Type

1|N|2|5|3 |N|M|U|O |0 |1 |9 |3 |2 |11 12|1 |7 |0 |4 |O |6 |17 18|C_|

Inspector Fac Type

19|S |20 |2 |

Remarks
Lrlrfalnls|efofr|r]alr|i|ofn] |a| |wlafr|elulofuls[i[n]e] |
Inspection Work Days Facility Evaluation Rating BI QA Reserved
67| | | |69 70|1| 71|N|72|N|73| | |74 75| | | | | | |80
Section B: Facility Data

Name and Location of Facility Inspected (For industrial users discharging to POTW, also include Entry Time /Date Permit Effective Date
POTW name and NPDES permit number) ~1315 hours / 04/06/2017 | June 4, 2015
Desert Mountain Transportation, Inc. dba Desert Mountain Exit Time/ I

3 i | d NM Xit Time/Date Permit Expiration Date
Corporation, 4381 U.S. Hwy 64 (P.O. Box 1633), Kirtland, ~ 1545 hours / 04/06/2017 | June 4, 2020
87417. San Juan County.

Name(s) of On-Site Representative(s)/Title(s)/Phone and Fax Number(s)
Travis Orand, Operations Manager, Desert Mountain Corporation, 505-598-5730
Ginger Lockerby, Safety Director/DOT, Desert Mountain Corporation, 505-598-5730

Name, Address of Responsible Official/Title/Phone and Fax Number

Mr. Paul Massey, President / Desert Mountain Transportation, Inc.
dba Desert Mountain Corporation, PO Box 1633, Kirtland, NM
87417 / 505-598-5730, 1-800-375-9264

Contacted

[ Ine []

Yes

Other Facility Data
Entrance

Latitude: 36.733904°
Longitude: - 108.327512°

Primary SIC 4213 (Trucking)
Sector P (Transportation &
Warehousing)

Sub-Sector P1

Section C: Areas Evaluated During Inspection
(S = Satisfactory, M = Marginal, U = Unsatisfactory, N = Not Evaluated)

U | Permit N | Flow Measurement M | Operations & Maintenance N | Ccso/sso
N | Records/Reports N | Self-Monitoring Program N | Sludge Handling/Disposal N | Pollution Prevention
U [ Facility Site Review N [ Compliance Schedules N [ Pretreatment N [ Multimedia
N | Effluent/Receiving Waters N | Laboratory U | Storm Water N | Other:
Section D: Summary of Findings/Comments (Attach additional sheets if necessary)
1. See attached report and further explanations.

Nam?(s) and Sign_a_lture(s) of Inspector(s) Agency/Office/Telephone/Fax Date

Erin S. Trujillo NMED/SWQB/505-827-0418 05/01/2017
/s/Erin S. Trujillo
Signature of Management QA Reviewer Agency/Office/Phone and Fax Numbers Date
Sarah Holcomb, Program Manager NMED/SWQB/505-827-2798 05/01/2017
/s/Sarah Holcomb

EPA Form 3560-3 (Rev. 9-94) Previous editions are obsolete.




Desert Mountain Transportation, Inc. dba Desert Mountain Corporation
Compliance Evaluation Inspection
NPDES Tracking No. NMU001932
April 6, 2017

Further Explanations
Introduction

On April 6, 2017, a Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) was conducted by Erin S. Trujillo of the State
of New Mexico Environment Department (NMED), Surface Water Quality Bureau (SWQB) at the Desert
Mountain Corporation facility located at 4381 U.S. Hwy 64 (southwest corner of US Hwy 64 and County
Road (CR) 6261), Kirtland, New Mexico in San Juan County.

NMED performs a certain number of CEls for the United States Environmental Protection Agency
(USEPA) each year. On April 4, 2017, NMED SWQB staff received information from an anonymous
caller that a spill of liquid dust suppressant had occurred at the facility in March 2017 and stormwater runoff
from the spill and facility was dark brown. The purpose of this inspection was to document the operator’s
status or compliance with the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit
requirements for stormwater discharges associated with industrial activity under 40 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 122.26 and USEPA industrial stormwater Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP). More
information on federal NPDES regulations and MSGP is provided in Appendix A. Examples of potential
pollutants associated with motor transportation facilities are listed in Appendix B.

This report is based on review of USEPA’s on-line notice of intent (eNOI) database, files maintained by
NMED, on-site observation by NMED personnel, and both verbal and subsequent information provided by
the operator’s representatives. Additional information was obtained from on-line sources including the
facility’s web site at http://desertmtncorp.com/.

Upon arrival at approximately 1315 hours on the day of the inspection, Ms. Trujillo made introductions,
presented credentials to Mr. Travis Orand, Operations Manager and Ms. Ginger Lockeby, Safety
Director/DOT Compliance, Desert Mountain Corporation and discussed the purpose of the inspection. The
inspector, Mr. Orand and Ms. Lockeby toured the facility, including the area where the spill occurred and
adjacent CR 6100 right of way south of the facility. Following the tour, an exit interview was conducted
on site with Mr. Orand and Ms. Lockeby. Information on the USEPA MSGP was provided to the operator
representatives during the exit interview. The inspector left the facility at approximately 1545 hours on the
day of this inspection.

The facility is approximately 0.65 miles north of the San Juan River (See Appendix C, Figures 1, 2, 3 and
4). Stormwater discharges from the facility are to the south-southwest toward open ditches along adjacent
CR 6100, of which overflows may enter private irrigation laterals, thence to unnamed and unclassified
drainageway to surface water and wetlands approximately 0.4 miles south of the facility, thence to the San
Juan River in Segment 20.6.4.401 New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC). Some waters in this
segment are under the joint jurisdiction of the state and the Navajo Nation. Designated uses of this segment
of San Juan River are public water supply, industrial water supply, irrigation, livestock watering, wildlife
habitat, primary contact, marginal coldwater aquatic life and warmwater aquatic life. San Juan River
assessment unit NM-2401 10 does not support marginal coldwater aquatic life and primary contact. The
assessment unit is listed for sedimentation/siltation, turbidity and E.coli bacteria (Source: USEPA approved
2016-2018 State of New Mexico Clean Water Act (CWA) 8303(d)/8305(b), Integrated Report and List at
https://www.env.nm.gov/swqb/303d-305b/2016-2018/index.html).
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On-Site Industrial Activity, Pollutant Sources and Pollutants

Desert Mountain Transportation, Inc. dba Desert Mountain Corporation is an active Riverton, Wyoming
foreign profit corporation with a date of authority in the State of New Mexico of May 16, 1995 (New
Mexico Secretary of the State on-line corporation search available at the following web site:
http://www.sos.state.nm.us/Business_Services/Corporations_Overview.aspx).

Mr. Orand described that Desert Mountain Corporation, primarily a transportation company, had operated
at the Kirtland, New Mexico site since 1998. Desert Mountain Corporation provides dust control, ice
melting, road stabilization and soil stabilization products and services for various clients and applications
(e.g., roadway, mining, landfills, etc.). Ice melting products stored on site include salt with chlorides and
trace minerals including calcium, iron, magnesium, manganese, phosphorous, potassium and zinc
(http://desertmtncorp.com/ice-slicer/). Dust control proprietary blends, including ammonium-based and
sodium-based lignin/lignosulfonate as the primary additive, are stored in various above-ground storage
tanks and totes. Lignin is an organic polymer substance that binds the cells and fibers of wood. Water
evaporates from lignin as it dries after application.

The facility has a vehicle maintenance shop (mechanical repairs and lubrication) and equipment cleaning
operations (see 40 CFR 122.26(b)(14) category viii, Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) group 42
Trucking & Warehousing, SIC 4212-4231 Motor Freight Transportation and Warehousing, and MSGP
Sector P Land Transportation and Warehousing). Mr. Orand described that fueling is longer conducted on
site. Co-located industrial activities at the facility include manufacturing, in this case blending of dust
control and ice melting materials (see 40 CFR 122.26(b)(14) category ii and Sector C Chemical and Allied
Products Manufacturing).

Common activities, pollutant sources and pollutants for vehicle maintenance and outdoor vehicle and
equipment storage and parking include, but are not limited to, oil, detergents, heavy metals, chlorinated
solvents, phosphorus, salts (total dissolved solids), and suspended solids. Pollutants from liquid storage in
above-ground storage tank include oil, grease, heavy metals, and the materials being stored.

Readily available on-line historic images of the facility are provided in Appendix C Figures 5 and 6. Dark
brown features visible in 2011 and 2015 images of the site are similar to the dark brown lignin polymer
solids and liquids on the ground surface observed during this CEl. Photos of example activities and
potential pollutant sources observed during this CEI are provided in Appendix D. Additional information
on the March 9-10, 2017, described approximately 18,000-gallon sodium salt lignin alkali spill, from local
on-line newspaper, material information provided during this CEI, and follow up information provided to
NMED SWQB on April 25 and 26, 2017 in Appendix E. Desert Mountain Corporation representatives
described recovery of approximately 9,000 gallons of the spill, corrective action after the spill and proposed
BMPs. for the site.

Findings

e Desert Mountain Transportation, Inc. dba Desert Mountain Corporation, primarily a transportation
establishment with co-located chemical manufacturing (blending) activities described to be in operation
since 1998, did not obtain permit coverage for stormwater discharges by the deadlines in USEPA’s
NPDES Industrial Stormwater 2000, 2008 or 2015 MSGP.

Additional Information: A Notice of Intent (NOI) for the facility was not found in USEPA’s
Enforcement and Compliance History On-line (ECHOQ) database at https://echo.epa.gov or 2008 on-
line query at https://ofmpub.epa.gov/apex/aps/f?p=MSGP_2008:HOME::::::. Operator representatives
indicated that they were not aware of the industrial stormwater permit.

e The site had vehicle maintenance and equipment cleaning, and processing and raw materials storage
industrial activities, including outside storage and stockpiling of materials and material handling that
would come into contact with stormwater.
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Potential pollutant sources exposed to precipitation included:

o shop floor drains used for wash wastewater that are connected (plumbed) to outside excavated pits
(see Part 8.P.4.2 Potential Pollutant Sources and Part 5.2.3 of the 2015 MSGP);

o0 salt storage piles or piles containing salt (see Part 2.1.2.7 of the 2015 MSGP); and

0 equipment cleaning, product tank cleaning or draining operations to outside pits and/or on the
ground surface (see Parts 8.P.2.1 Prohibited Discharges, Parts 1.1.4 and 8.P.3.1.4 of the 2015
MSGP).

Additional Note: USEPA’s MSGP does not authorize the discharge of vehicle/equipment/surface
wash water, including tank cleaning operations. Such discharges must be authorized under a
separate NPDES permit, discharged to a sanitary sewer in accordance with applicable industrial
pretreatment requirements, or recycled on-site.

On the day of this CEI, dark brown polymer lignin solids and liquids were observed both on-site and
on the adjacent county road right of way and roadside ditches. The dark brown liquid appeared to be
from the March 9-10, 2017 sodium salt lignin alkali spill, but may also have been from stormwater
runoff after the spill occurred from remaining lignin solids from the spill both within and outside the
site, storage of polymer lignin product on site, or co-mingled with liquids from tank cleaning or draining
operations on site.

Additional Precipitation Information: After the spill, recorded precipitation in the area (approximately
5.25 miles west of the facility at the Farmington Four Corners Regional Airport (Elev 5505 feet,
Latitude 36.74 °N, Longitude 108.23 °W, https://www.wunderground.com) include:

03/23/17 0.08 inches Rain

03/25/17 0.12 inches Rain, Thunderstorm
03/31/17 0.12 inches Rain, Snhow
04/01/17 0.04 inches Fog, Rain, Snow
04/03/17 0.47 inches Fog, Rain, Snow
04/04/17 0.20 inches Fog, Rain, Snow
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Attachment A
Federal Clean Water Act (CWA) and Industrial Stormwater Permit Requirements

Section 301 (a) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act states that ““Except as in compliance with this
section and sections 302, 306, 307, 318, 402 and 404 of this Act, the discharge of any pollutant by any
person shall be unlawful.”” Federal regulations in 40 CFR Part 122.21(a) Duty to apply (1) states: “Any
person who discharges or proposes to discharge pollutants...must submit a complete application to the
Director in accordance with this section and part 124 of this chapter.”

Eleven (11) categories of “Storm Water Discharges Associated with Industrial Activity” are defined in 40
CFR 122.26(b)(14)(i)-(xi) that require coverage under an National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permit. Industrial stormwater has been regulated since the promulgation of United States
Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) 1990 stormwater regulations. The definition uses either
Standard Industrial Classification (SIC) codes or narrative descriptions to characterize the activities. SIC
codes have been replaced by the North American Industry Classification System (NAICS), but continue to
be utilized. On-line information on SIC and NAICS is available at:

https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/sicsearch.html
http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/index.html

In the State of New Mexico, USEPA administers the NPDES Multi-Sector General Permit (MSGP) for
stormwater discharges associated with industrial activity and the first permit was published on September
29, 1995 (Federal Register Volume 60, No. 189 on Friday 29, 1995, page 50953). USEPA’s 1995 MSGP
listed pollutants associated with the various regulated sectors. USEPA’s MSGP was reissued in 2000, 2008
and 2015.

To obtain permit coverage under the MSGP, an operator must complete, or update, a Stormwater Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that documents eligibility for permit coverage, and submit a notice of intent
(NOI) to the USEPA. Among other things, requirements in the MSGP include site-specific best
management practices (BMPs), maintenance plans, inspections, employee training and annual reporting.
BMPs include good housekeeping practices, minimizing exposure, erosion and sediment control, and
management of runoff. The MSGP also requires visual, and, for some sectors, analytical monitoring to
determine the effectiveness of implemented BMPs.

USEPA has developed a fact sheet for each of the 29 industrial sectors regulated by the MSGP. Each fact
sheet describes the types of facilities included in the sector, typical pollutants associated with the sector,
and types of stormwater control measures used to minimize the discharge of the pollutants. Individual fact
sheets area available at:

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/industrial-stormwater-fact-sheet-series.

The current MSGP went into effect on June 4, 2015 and expires on June 4, 2020. More information on
USEPA MSGP, including SWPPP and inspection form templates, is available at:

https://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater-discharges-industrial -activities.

A sign up to receive the Federal Register Table of Content Notices announcing the availability of the next
MSGP Permit is available at http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=FR.



https://www.osha.gov/pls/imis/sicsearch.html
http://www.census.gov/eos/www/naics/index.html
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/industrial-stormwater-fact-sheet-series
https://www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater-discharges-industrial-activities
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/browse/collection.action?collectionCode=FR

Attachment B

MSGP Sector P — Transportation Facilities
Common Activities, Pollutant Sources and Associated Pollutants

Source: Industrial Stormwater Fact Sheet Series, Sector P: Motor Freight Transportation Facilities,
Passenger Transportation Facilities, Petroleum Bulk Oil Stations and Terminals, Rail Transportation
Facilities, and United States Postal Service Transportation Facilities, U.S. EPA Office of Water, EPA-
833-F-06-031, December 2006 available at https://www.epa.qgov/sites/production/files/2015-
10/documents/sector_p_transportationfacilities.pdf.
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Appendix C

Figures



Figure 1 - General Site Location
NMED SWQB Mapper at https://gis.web.env.nm.gov/SWQB/

Approximate entrance of

Desert Mountain Corporation




Figure 2 — Facility Parcel Map (County of San Juan, Assessor Property Search
http://www.sjcassessor.net/Disclaimer.html)



Figure 3 — Site and Adjacent Area (Google Earth Imagery Date 03/15/2015)




Figure 4 - National Wetlands Inventory Map
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html



https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html

Figure 5 — Facility Image (Google Earth Imagery Date 03/15/2015)

Note: Arrows points to example of dark brown features visible in 2015 image similar to dark
brown lignin polymer solids and liquids observed during this CEI.



Figure 6 — Facility Image (Google Earth Imagery Date 06/10/2011)

Note: Arrows points to example of dark brown features visible in 2011 image similar to dark
brown lignin polymer solids and liquids observed during this CEI.



Attachment D

NMED/SWQB Photograph Log



NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 1
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1337 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County state: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: From central portion of site looking west, the black above-ground storage tanks contained
mixed salt liquid lignin dust suppressant according to operator representatives. Dark brown liquid was
pooled below tanks. A valve leak and spill occurred from the second black tank on March 9-10, 2017
according to operator representatives.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 2
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1342 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Arrows point to dark brown liquid pooled below tanks shown in previous photo, and dark
brown polymer product and liquids outside berm.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 3
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1344 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: From central portion of site looking south, examples of facility metal, pallets, drums, totes
and equipment storage.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 4
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1345 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: From central portion of site looking north, arrow in foreground of photo points to example of
white residue in shallow drainage rill on site. Callout shows location of facility entrance and salt
storage near facility entrance.

Entrance of Desert
Mountain Corporation

Location of salt storage
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 5
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1353 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: From southern boundary of site looking west, dark brown solids and liquids were observed
along facility’s fence. Arrow points to pooled liquid inside fence.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 6
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1357 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Looking west, dark brown solids and liquid existed on CR 6100 right of way. Arrow points
dark brown liguid inside facility’s fence shown in previous photo. Landscape rock outside fence was
installed after the spill according to operator representatives.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 7
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1359 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Looking east, dark brown solids and liquid that appear to be from spill remain on CR 6100
right of way.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 8
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1400 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: West of facility, dark brown liquid was in north drainage ditch on CR 6100 right of way.
Arrow points to culvert that crosses beneath CR 6100. Culvert appears to connect both ditches along
CR 6100.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 9
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1406 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: West of facility from CR 6100 right of way, looking south, the blue utility delineator shown in
this photo is near the location of a partially buried end of culvert that was shown in previous photo.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 10
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1407 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Arrow points to partially buried end of culvert on southside of CR 6100. Although not
discernable in photo, brown liquid was observed at the culvert end.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 11
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1407 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: West of facility looking south, dark brown liquid was observed in south drainage ditch on CR
6100 right of way west of previous photo.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 12
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1414 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Inside facility, looking north, white residue and dark solids existed on the ground surface in
southern portion of site.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 13
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1415 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: North of previous photo, looking northeast, piled salt was from product tank cleaning
according to operator representative. White residue from the piled salt continues south along shallow
rill. Dark brown solids and liquid in foreground of photo may be from spill or stormwater runoff.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 14
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1416 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Looking north, arrow points to shallow earthern and aggregate bern placed after the spill
according to the operator representatives. The berm did not continue across entire site boundary.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 15
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1424 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: From central portion of site looking west, arrow points to example of brown liquid south of
the product loading area.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 16
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1425 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Looking north, liquids in lined pit were described by operator representative to be reused or
recycled in blended products. Arrow points to dark brown liquid outside and adjacent to lined pit.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 17
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1427 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Wet soils and dark brown liquid in equipment traffic area existed south and west of the
product loading area.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 18
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1428 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Example of tote and fac tank product storage. Wet soils and dark brown liquid in traffic area
existed south of the product loading area.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 19
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1429 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: In central portion of site, asphalt material was on ground below a broken bag stored on
wooden pallet.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 20
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1433 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Product loading area in central portion of site. Wet soils, dark brown lignin polymer and dark
brown liquid existed in loading area.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 21
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1434 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Example of equipment and dark liquid near product loading tanks.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 22
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1435 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Looking south in central portion of site from product loading area, excavated pit is in
foreground and lined pit previously shown in early photo is in background. Vehicle maintenance shop
floor drains are connected to the excavated pit (photos below) and equipment, product tank cleaning or
draining flows to the unlined pit then lined pit shown in background according to operator
representatives. Operator representative did not know last time solids in pits were removed.
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NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 23
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1437 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: From central portion of site, blue-green staining on buckets and ground at product loading
area.
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Official Photograph Log

Photo # 24
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1443 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: From northeast corner of site, vehicle maintenance, tires and product storage in totes exist
near northern property boundary.
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Official Photograph Log

Photo # 25
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1446 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Vehicle maintenance shop floors were relatively clean, except for a couple areas. This
example of oily dark staining was below the parts cleaner and associated equipment.
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Official Photograph Log

Photo # 26
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1446 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: One of two floor drains in vehicle maintenance shop. According to operator representatives,
drains had removable lids and maintenance shop bay floor wash wastewater is sent down the drains
that are connected (plumbed) to the outside excavated pit shown in Photo #22.

Page 26 of 29



NMED/SWQB
Official Photograph Log

Photo # 27
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1447 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: One of two floor drains in vehicle maintenance shop. According to operator representatives,
drains had removable lids and maintenance shop bay floor wash wastewater is sent down the drains
that are connected (plumbed) to the outside excavated pit shown in Photo #22.
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Official Photograph Log

Photo # 28
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1448 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Vehicle maintenance product storage and tanker inside vehicle maintenance shop bay.
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Official Photograph Log

Photo # 29
Photographer: Erin S. Trujillo | Date: 04/06/2017 Time: 1455 hours
City/County: Kirtland, New Mexico / San Juan County State: New Mexico

Location: Desert Mountain Corporation

Subject: Looking northwest, salt pile storage was located at northern property boundary near entrance.
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March 9-10, 2017 Desert Mountain Corporation, Sodium Salt Lignin, Alkali Spill Information



Spill cleanup nears completion in Kirtland | Albuquerque Journal

Spill cleanup nears completion in Kirtland

By Mike Easterling / The Daily Times, Farmington, N.M. (TNS)

Sunday, March 12th, 2017 at 10:18am

KIRTLAND — A spill of a liquid dust suppressant Friday on County Road 6100 just south of Kirtland
largely had been cleaned up by Saturday afternoon, and none of the oily material reached a nearby
irrigation ditch, according to a fire official.

San Juan County Fire Department District No. 1 Chief Donovan Mack said the spill was reported at
approximately 10:30 a.m. Friday at a storage site near the northwest corner of county roads 6100 and
6261 north of the San Juan River. Mack said the black liquid was derived from tree sap and has been
designated as nonhazardous.

A sign on the property indicated it was operated by XTO Energy. A message left at the company’s San
Juan County headquarters was not returned Saturday.

State officials also responded to the scene and oversaw the company’s cleanup efforts. The leak
apparently originated near the south end of the property, close to CR 6100.

Mack estimated that approximately 300 gallons of the material had flowed onto the easement adjacent to
the road, although he did not know how much had leaked onto the company’s land. Mack said he was
told the spill was the result of a leaking valve.

He acknowledged that the material looks like oil and said he understood that passersby may have
mistaken it for that. But he said the dust suppressant is made of organic material.

“There’s no petroleum in it,” he said.
He also said that cleanup crews stopped the flow of the material before it reached the irrigation ditch.

“It never reached that point,” he said, adding that workers used a backhoe to stem the flow. “It was
probably 50 or 60 feet from the irrigation ditch.”

Most of the material was removed with a pump, he said, and the company will be removing the
contaminated soil.

Mike Easterling covers education, health and the environment for The Daily Times. He can be reached at
505-564-4610.

©2017 The Daily Times (Farmington, N.M.)
Visit The Daily Times (Farmington, N.M.) at www.daily-times.com

Distributed by Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

https://www.abgjournal.com/967312/spill-cleanup-nears-completion-in-kirtland.html 4/5/2017






From: Ginger Lockeby

To: Trujillo, Erin S, NMENV

Subject: Desert Mountain

Date: Monday, April 24, 2017 6:32:49 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
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image005.png
Sodium Lig spill - yard 2017.xIsx

Erin,

| tried the link you sent, our security is blocking it.

| hope these come through...there’s not too many.

You have the photos from after our initial clean-up, so | did not send those.
Thank you,

Ginger Lockeby

Safety Director/Human Resources/FMCSA-DOT Compliance
Desert Mountain Corporation

4381 US HWY 64 - Kirtland NM 87417

1-800-375-9264 - Office

(505)320-6250 - Mobile

www.desertmtncorp.com

Follow Desert Mountain Corporation on....

2] Virus-free. www.avast.com


mailto:ginger@desertmtncorp.com
mailto:erin.trujillo@state.nm.us
http://www.desertmtncorp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertMountainCorporation/
https://twitter.com/desertmtncorp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10665132
https://www.instagram.com/desertmtncorp/
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=link
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Sheet1

		Sodium Lignin spill; yard, 2017



		Amount lost in gallons:

		Cost per gallon:

												0

		Amount recovered with vacuum truck in gallons :

		Cost per gallon:

												0

		Total lost:										0

		Costs to remediate:

		Golden Equipment (blade): 										2608.83

		Four Corners Materials (road base): 										4907.1

												7515.93



		Total requesting for claim:										7515.93
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From: Ginger Lockeby

To: Trujillo, Erin S, NMENV

Subject: Desert Mountain

Date: Tuesday, April 25, 2017 8:24:23 AM
Attachments: image001.png
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Sodium Lignin Spill and Response.docx

Erin,
| believe | sent you an incomplete powerpoint on spill expenses, instead of this one.

Ginger Lockeby

Safety Director/Human Resources/FMCSA-DOT Compliance
Desert Mountain Corporation

4381 US HWY 64 - Kirtland NM 87417

1-800-375-9264 - Office

(505)320-6250 - Mobile

www.desertmtncorp.com

Follow Desert Mountain Corporation on....

Virus-free. www.avast.com


mailto:ginger@desertmtncorp.com
mailto:erin.trujillo@state.nm.us
http://www.desertmtncorp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/DesertMountainCorporation/
https://twitter.com/desertmtncorp
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10665132
https://www.instagram.com/desertmtncorp/
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=icon
https://www.avast.com/sig-email?utm_medium=email&utm_source=link&utm_campaign=sig-email&utm_content=emailclient&utm_term=link
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Sodium Lignin Spill and Response

	On the night of March 9-10, 2017. Justin Patterson (company driver) was in the yard with his truck and discovered a spill on the ground that appeared to have some from the sodium lig tank. He called dispatcher Troy West; who came down to the yard to verify and see what could be done. At this point, no more liquid was being released from the tank.  Justin had already closed and capped all other tanks, to be sure that nothing else would leak. 

	On the morning of March 10, in the daylight, we could better see the amount that had drained from the tank, and also ascertain that there had be a failure of one of the valves of the tank itself. The cap had not been replaced, which might have contained the liquid if it had been in place. 

	Initial clean-up began at sun-up, also. Using our vacuum truck, all puddle areas were recovered and put into 275 gallon totes to be re-used. During this time, emergency responders were dispatched out, presumably by concerned neighbors. Sodium lignin has a dark molasses-like color, and does resemble used oil. 

	A dirt berm was made outside of our back fence, to keep and lig from entering a drainage ditch located just southwest of our property line. Since the lig is of such a color as to track it’s progress, we were able to determine where the flow had stopped, and begin the recovery of material from there and work back into our yard. (Once the clean-up was completed, the berm was smoothed back out.)

	A One Call was made, so that the grader/blade that Tom rented could be utilized to scrape up the discolored areas of our yard, and 275.62 tons of road base was brought in to smooth out the area. Also, colored, decorative rock was placed outside our south fence, to help improve the look of the discolored ground. 

	After going through bills of lading, it was determined that 18,000 gallons of sodium lig was present in the tank at the time of the spill. During the initial cleanup, 9,000 gallons were recovered, and will be put back into use.

	Upon going through the causal factors (cap not on, secondary valve left open, the one valve that was closed failed) new work procedures were developed for closing and capping the valves coming off of the tanks. Also, there are new work procedures for anyone connecting to, or filling the tanks. Two people, usually the driver and a yard worker, need to be present to verify steps have been taken to open/close/disconnect, and verify the tanks are double-valve closed, and capped after using. 

	It has been decided by the owners, that there will be two capture ponds dug and lined, between our holding tanks and our south property line, in the event that we have any spills in the future.  We now also have added a 2 ½’ to 3’ dirt berm containing any runoff from our property until the ponds are completed. There is now a pit dug under the tank valves, which was not there prior to the spill.
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Sodium Lignin Spill and Response

On the night of March 9-10, 2017. Justin Patterson (company driver) was in the yard with his
truck and discovered a spill on the ground that appeared to have some from the sodium lig tank. He
called dispatcher Troy West; who came down to the yard to verify and see what could be done. At this
point, no more liquid was being released from the tank. Justin had already closed and capped all other
tanks, to be sure that nothing else would leak.

On the morning of March 10, in the daylight, we could better see the amount that had drained
from the tank, and also ascertain that there had be a failure of one of the valves of the tank itself. The
cap had not been replaced, which might have contained the liquid if it had been in place.

Initial clean-up began at sun-up, also. Using our vacuum truck, all puddle areas were recovered
and put into 275 gallon totes to be re-used. During this time, emergency responders were dispatched
out, presumably by concerned neighbors. Sodium lignin has a dark molasses-like color, and does
resemble used oil.

A dirt berm was made outside of our back fence, to keep and lig from entering a drainage ditch
located just southwest of our property line. Since the lig is of such a color as to track it’s progress, we
were able to determine where the flow had stopped, and begin the recovery of material from there and
work back into our yard. (Once the clean-up was completed, the berm was smoothed back out.)

A One Call was made, so that the grader/blade that Tom rented could be utilized to scrape up
the discolored areas of our yard, and 275.62 tons of road base was brought in to smooth out the area.
Also, colored, decorative rock was placed outside our south fence, to help improve the look of the
discolored ground.

After going through bills of lading, it was determined that 18,000 gallons of sodium lig was
present in the tank at the time of the spill. During the initial cleanup, 9,000 gallons were recovered, and
will be put back into use.

Upon going through the causal factors (cap not on, secondary valve left open, the one valve that
was closed failed) new work procedures were developed for closing and capping the valves coming off
of the tanks. Also, there are new work procedures for anyone connecting to, or filling the tanks. Two
people, usually the driver and a yard worker, need to be present to verify steps have been taken to
open/close/disconnect, and verify the tanks are double-valve closed, and capped after using.

It has been decided by the owners, that there will be two capture ponds dug and lined, between
our holding tanks and our south property line, in the event that we have any spills in the future. We
now also have added a 2 %4’ to 3’ dirt berm containing any runoff from our property until the ponds are
completed. There is now a pit dug under the tank valves, which was not there prior to the spill.
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